Brask Studio Visits VI ™

The sixth edition in the Brask Studio Visits series by Brask publications.
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Graig Costello New York — Born 1971

I visited Craig Costello in an empty studio, Craig was there,
I was there, but the works that had just been there were
no longer there. The works that Craig had just sweated
oyer and fine-tuned and spent all his time on had just been
dlspalcl}ed 1o his solo show New Work at the Eighteen
Gallery in Copenhagen. | was standing in a studio that had
Just given birth to an exhibition, and | had effectively
swapped cities with Craig's work.

There was still plenty to lock at and talk about.
An artist’s drive doesn't stop just because a new. exhibition
is being set up. An artist like Craig Costello is constantly
in motion. Besides Craig and me, the studio was filled with
thoughts and sketches. They were works that either never
came to anything or will become something else in the future.
There were tools and paint: footprints from the processes
of work. They revealed a lot of fascinating things about
Craig Costello.

Craig Costello paints abstractions that are totally
and utterly simple and tantalising. They are fragile,
rigid compositions that explode expressively out of the
running paint. In technical terms, it's an interesting loop that
connects Craig's current art to his graffii paintings of the
past. In terms of interpretation, it's that very explosion of rigid
compositions that opens up Craig’s art. The running paint is
pure, physical proof that time passes. The fact that new beauty
is born when structures are blown up is an eternal truth
worth remembering. At least I think so.

Where is the paint running? And the art for that matter?
In terms of art history. graffiti dripped new energy onto modern
art. It helped create new paths, new forms and new,
free thoughts. Craig Costello and his art help create even
more new paths, forms and thoughts.
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