City as Studio

The “City as Studio” publication accompanies the City as Studio Exhibition in Hong Kong at

the K11 Art Foundation. Interview by Jeffrey Deitch.
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Artist Biography
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Growiing up in Queens, New York, Craig  Craig Costello (197174 1 35

Gostello (b. 1971, New York, New York),  R&KR » Craig CostellofE 4 2 B &

aka KR, saw his hometown's trains X » REHIEHBIAITE - A

gradually become clean in the 19805 a5 X ERTEALBHS + S0ERY) »
®

At the San Francisco Art Institute in the
carly 19905, he studied photography,
carrying a Nikon F2 along on his
nighttime
artists Barry McGee, DUG, and others.
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His graffiti aesthetic was shaped by his
New York background and his emphasis
on the simple and quick aspects of
graffiti — tags and throw-ups — soon % » BB= W - BSEKrinkE
caught on in San Francisco. Especially  BETRESE - 1R HE R E e
influential was the gleaming silver ink  FAERZE® - (WALEET - REH]
he created, called Krink, which he put %P - BB EENR)

in foam topped shoe-polish applicators

and used instead of a marker. After

leaving San Francisco in 1998, he began

to package Krink for sale at boutique

stores, developing a variety of markers
and a range of colors. (Biography by
Caleb Nezlon and Michas! Wilsor)

Especially influential was the
gleaming silver ink he created, called
Krink, which he put in foam topped
shoe-polish applicators and used
instead of a marker.
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Pera Museum, "Language of the Wall” exhibition,ltaribul, Turkey, 2014, Photo © Martha Cooper
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San Francisco was such a
small city. It was literally
Jive people sharing a
language every night.

[t was like we were just
doing graffiti for each
other and it was a really
small community.
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Crig Costelo, Untitod, Rominisce,Ghurch St 5, 1994
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Photo: Craig Costello, Untitled, Reminisce, Church St. SF, 1994.



