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the door to so many
5 are S0

Krink has opened
places, because the product
popular.

The *Kiink” brand is more famous than the name of s creator, the American graffiti writer from NYC, Craig "kR"
Costllo. He grewup in Queens inthe 19805 when gaf on trains died and the art spilled out onto the streets. At that
time writers used to rack cans, and also make their own tools for witing. In the 19905 Craig developed his ownsier
ink. This became the crucial moment for the successful development of his career both in business and art.

KR was the main guest of Moscow "Faces and Laces” Show
and business, and whatis more important for him

What are the three
interviews?

How did you make Kink? Tel us about gy
Kiinkbecome a busingss? 5

uestions you ve been asked most in your
OMINE up in NYC? How did

What are your impression F,
h 5

i of Moscaw and the “Faces and ac.
Feces and Laces* gy ence 6 h

s 8 great experieng
2 » | Was very happy to haye
’uvl nrn'plmw 1720 it Moscon s avey interestin, city, vr’dl g :
Mural experence, especially becase | am nw-hé’u‘sm i

Iwould love o ¢
® 10 Come bick and spend more ime there The old So.

56

In s interview he told us how he manages to combineatt

viet monuments and history are really interesting to me. The Sub-

way system was amazing. Everyone was really nice and seemed
open-minded and inelligent, The people who put ‘Faces and A
together were very hard-working and | really appreciated hel 10507
tality and hard work. | felt they were very driven and wanted tobié
new ideas to Moscom,

What expectations did you have before coming? e
I vas not sure what to expect. | am open-minded and wa\:‘mmﬁ
what happens. | thaught it might be a ltle dangerous, it o
was veryfiendly and no one tried to take advantage of Me1f0

o

1 was really happy to visit the Kremlin, because it is such an izon to
thevord

1 know that you lived in San-Francisca for six years. Whats the
s bt S Pl

i asuc-
cessful entrepreneur?
1t 50 hard. As an artist | am not very good at seling myself. Trying
to convince people | am good or great. | don't want to have to say

of graffit and lifestyle?

NYCis much bigger and more diverse. San Francisco is smaller and
hes more nature. The landscape of California is very beautiful. NYCis
all city, very busy, all the time. NYC can be really hard and wear you
down. The pace can be difficult to maintain and expectations are very
high. I not for everyone. NYC has so many different kinds of people
thereis so much inspiration and opportunity there.

San i is more laid back and beautiful. The ocean and the
land ]/re soclose. SF is closer to real-ife and nature. NYC is all about
peaple

Tellus about Alife and their role in the Krink brand.
Alfe are good friends. When | moved back to NYC from Califoria,
they opened a shop near where | lived. They pushed me to sell Kiink
2ndtaught me a lot about marketing branding, and design. From the
Very beginning they believed in my ideas, befere almost anyone else.
Aife have been really supportive and we have worked a lot together
9% the years on creative projects, we have also had a good dialogue
utcreative ideas over the years. There is a good trust between Us

m":“az“" think yaur drip style has become so popular?
it en asociate with it as freedom and leting g, not being o
may It Painting outside the lines and letting things fall where they
e enbe aggresve make a mess and nat care about stayng
Simle g 1ES. But l5o the diips make a nice patem. It s Yy
at, m‘t 8 and | think that is attractive. It is also so easy o dupli
i o O people say,Hey I vwill do this tool

v Bushed th style and create the toas togo t wih. think s

¥ gIven people the idea to do it themselves.

CO0g e«

anything, and | y

With the business its often easier, because I selltaols and | can say |
work hard to make them work well and | am promoting creatvty for
everyone

It would be great to have both and | continue to work on it. Kiink in
many ways is an art project, The style and the produets.

How do these activities relate to each other?
The art and creatviy is what afiracts people to the brand. People
want 1o assaciate themselves with the culture and style

What role did your ink and markers play in your aristic career?
ik has opened the door to 5o many places, because the products
are 50 popula,lam more vel-knownfor Kiink than 25 Cag Costelc
artist.

desigers or grafft witers

artists, graphic
el . pired you Lately?

whose works have impressed o ;
love artand it is always changing for me. lwould name ﬂa[heﬂwsh i
{eread, Ryan Mcginley, Dash Snow, &y Twombiy, Elsvorth Kelly, So
Lewitt, Anish Kapoor, Wolfgang Tilmans.

graffti and street artin gen-

What do you think s the future of

i ;l\:k it has been very interesting and \s;o{nscinl:\:nzgmg“m
wil X
i more mainstream. fm not sure whal ke
S mseeig, s gfisyes e he gloce klm;?n;" m::::
a 150 the Inteet is making Hings
ing evolution happening a g ot
mi Now styles are mired gopally,8rai, KYC,Ecrop L




