Street Art

Craig Costello and Krink featured in Street Art by Ric Blackshaw and Liz Farrely from The
Scrawl Collective.

RIC BLACKSHAW
AND LIZ FARRELLY

RotoVision

2008

R AND KRINK

Krink is a super-drippy ink, specially
formulated by artist KR, for use on any
surface. First launched in distinctive
silver (there was no mistaking it!), now
it’s available in black and a range of new
colors, packaged in bottles, applicators,
and pens.

“Krink ‘changed the look of vandalism®
in New York, an expert on such matters,
known as Earsnot, told Juxtapoz
magazine not long ago.”

Rob Walker, New York Times Magazine

Here, KR (AKA Craig Costello), the
inventor of Krink, tells how he did it.

How and why did Yyou invent your own
ink, Krink

I started making Krink as a fool for writing
graffiti. | wanted something that was unique
and that stood aut smong all the other styles
and materials Used in the street,

At the time, a big part of

graffiti writing for
me

Was creating my own way. Steal or make
materials, steal the spot; everything was free,

everything was arisk. Innovate, but mainfain an

rink wasn't about being  brand or s bsies
| wes making Krink and writing i the shect
years before | made it available fo the pybie
1f you fold me back then, *Hey, you could s
people like it and the ideas behing
have thought you were crazy.

it | woulg

The “how” was about experimenting, | hada
idea of what | wanted; | just kept frying new
things until | found what worked

How d you choose, develop, and design
the different packaging and applicators?

Form follows function. The function of the ink,
markers, and pens dictate their design. First ang
foremost, they are tools and have fo work el
They also need to perform the way | want them to
| make products that perform z Iittle d Fferently
from what you find in a regular art store

The packaging was originally done in callebaraiin
with Alife [a clothing store and gallery on the
Lower East Side]. They really helped me /ot

| was still new to using computers and layout
From the start, | knew I wanted something clea
and simple. No graffiti references. Krink is about
creating what you want. While it's good for
writing in the streets, it's not limited fo just thak
I wanted the packaging to be open to everyone.

I want the end user fo choase fo make whaterer
they’re into and know they are using high-qually
tools and materials.

Do you customize your own applicators?
s funny, when | vias younger and writing

it | used o take apart existing markers and
g roduct containers, and modify and refill
Caind vph homemade ink concoctions, fo make
e Z that was better suited to my specific
s vt
e and doing these new or modified
.";stmwgas s0 successful that other people became
interested, and that is how N'\elbrsnd started.
| design and test all the packaging and applicators

You've recently expanded the Krink range
wth}\ew colors and applicators. How did
that come about?

After bringing Krink fo the market, | found there
was 2 demand for & more diverse product range.
people really liked the idea of what | was doing,
but the original ink and markers are a little too
sig and bold for most pecple. | have been
expanding the line of Krink products, fo evolve
the way | have evolved. While | have a history with
graffit, | am not limited 1o just graffiti and neither
s Krink. It's sbout expanding ideas and creativity.

People relate to and want to support small
susinesses. Krink has a history and style that

< very different from a large, corporate
conglomerate. The frend is toward brands that
have something that people can relate to, and
away from run of the mill things anyone can get
st their local megastore. All our products are
made in the USA; we support the local economy
and we are able to communicate very easily with
our production team. It costs a little more, but
we are about quality.

Do you use any other paints and inks in your
own artwork?

Yes, | use latex paint and other inks. I'm open to
anything; it’s all about the right tool for the job.
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